
×  Eÿčače C�ea±¿ěč Gěude: Whač č¿ D¿ Whe± 
Y¿ě Duÿc¿ļeñ Fuñeañ«ÿ Děñu±g a± Eÿčače 
Pñ¿�ecč
Practical guidance for estate buyers, cleanout crews, and liquidation professionals in the Saint Louis area.

Estate cleanouts often uncover unexpected assets. Firearms are one of the most common surprises. Unlike furniture, 
antiques, or tools, firearms are regulated items that typically require a licensed dealer to legally complete a transfer or 
sale.

This guide explains how estate buyers and cleanout professionals can handle firearms responsibly while keeping projects 
moving forward.
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The 30-Sec¿±d Rě�e
If your team discovers firearms during an estate project, follow these three steps immediately:

1

Leaļe čhe Fuñeañ«ÿ Wheñe 
Theō Añe
Do not move, transport, or include 
them in any inventory until a 
licensed professional is involved.

2

D¿ N¿č I±c�ěde The« u± a 
H¿ěÿe Běō¿ěč
Firearms must be handled 
separately from general estate 
property to avoid legal exposure.

3

C¿±čacč a Luce±ÿed 
Fuñeañ«ÿ Dea�eñ
A licensed dealer can document 
and remove the firearms properly 
and legally.

Following these simple steps protects your business, the estate, and the people working on the property.
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Whō Fuñeañ«ÿ Ca± Sča�� Y¿ěñ Pñ¿�ecč
Most personal property can be bought, transported, and resold freely. However, firearms are regulated items that can 
create a bottleneck in an estate cleanout if not handled by a professional. Federal law regulates businesses "engaged in 
the business" of dealing firearms. Instead of slowing down your project to research regulations, use a licensed partner to 
keep the timeline on track.

C¿««¿± eŊa«é�eÿ čhač ca± cñeače éñ¿b�e«ÿ u±c�ěde:

Purchasing firearms as part of a 
whole-house buyout with the 
intent to resell them

Listing firearms online or 
brokering firearm sales without a 
license

Regularly facilitating firearm sales 
as part of liquidation services

The simplest solution is to keep firearms separate from the estate buyout and allow a licensed dealer to handle the 
transfer.
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Wheñe Eÿčače Pñ¿�ecčÿ C¿««¿±�ō Geč Sčěc�
Estate professionals frequently encounter the same operational challenges when firearms appear during a project.

Tña±ÿé¿ñču±g Fuñeañ«ÿ
Avoid the liability of moving firearms to your warehouse 
or storage unit. MDRF provides on-site documentation 
and takes custody of the items directly from the property 
to keep your team focused on the cleanout.

Best practice: Have a licensed dealer document and 
take custody of the firearms directly at the residence.

I±c�ědu±g Gě±ÿ u± a H¿ěÿe Běō¿ěč
When firearms are included in a full estate buyout, the 
buyer can unintentionally become the owner of regulated 
inventory that may require licensed handling.

Best practice: Exclude firearms from the buyout 
agreement and allow a licensed firearms dealer to make a 
separate offer directly to the estate.

Aěcču¿±u±g ¿ñ Luÿču±g Fuñeañ«ÿ
Many estate auction platforms and online marketplaces 
require firearms to be transferred through a licensed 
dealer.

Best practice: Allow a licensed firearms dealer to manage 
the listing, documentation, and transfer process.
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Séecua�uśed Aÿÿečÿ: NFA Regě�ačed Iče«ÿ
Some firearms fall under the National Firearms Act (NFA) and require specific licensing for legal transfer. These include:

Sěééñeÿÿ¿ñÿ
(Silencers)

Sh¿ñč-Baññe�ed Ruf�eÿ

Sh¿ñč-Baññe�ed Sh¿čgě±ÿ Machu±e Gě±ÿ

If your team encounters an item that appears unusual or highly specialized, the safest approach is to 
stop and consult a licensed firearms professional before handling it.

MDRF Enterprises holds Special Occupational Taxpayer (SOT) status specifically to handle these items professionally. If you 
encounter an unusual or specialized item, stop and call us immediately to ensure a fast, legal resolution.
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D¿cě«e±čaču¿± Thač Pñ¿čecčÿ Eļeñō¿±e
Proper documentation protects both the estate and the professionals involved in the project.

When a licensed firearms dealer handles the firearms, the estate typically receives documentation that includes:

Dečau�ed I±ļe±č¿ñō
A detailed inventory of each 
firearm discovered during the 
estate project.

Sč¿�e± Fuñeañ« 
Veñufucaču¿±
Verification that the firearm is 
not reported stolen through 
standard dealer procedures.

Tña±ÿfeñ ¿ñ Pěñchaÿe 
D¿cě«e±čaču¿±
Documentation showing the 
firearm left the estate legally 
and through proper channels.

This creates a clear record that protects the estate, the family, and the professionals involved in the cleanout.
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A Su«é�e S¿�ěču¿± f¿ñ Eÿčače Pñ¿feÿÿu¿±a�ÿ
MDRF Enterprises works with estate buyers, cleanout companies, attorneys, and families throughout the Saint Louis area 
to safely resolve firearms discovered during estate projects.

Oěñ ÿeñļuceÿ u±c�ěde:

O±-Suče D¿cě«e±čaču¿± & I±ļe±č¿ñō
We document every firearm directly at the property 
where it is located.

Pñ¿feÿÿu¿±a� Aééñauÿa� Señļuceÿ
Professional appraisal services when needed for 
attorneys or fiduciaries.

Lega� Fuñeañ« Tña±ÿfeñÿ
Legal firearm transfers through our Federal 
Firearms License.

Duñecč Pěñchaÿe Oéču¿±ÿ
Direct purchase options for estates that need a 
fast, clean resolution.

Our goal is simple. Remove the firearms quickly, legally, and professionally so the estate project can continue without 
delay.
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The Eÿčače Běōeñ Faÿč-Reÿ¿�ěču¿± Oéču¿±
MDRF Enterprises offers a streamlined process built for the tight timelines of Saint Louis cleanout professionals. We 
provide direct purchase offers to the estate so the items can be removed the same day. This allows your cleanout to 
continue without interruption or legal worry.

C¿±čacč MDRF
Call or text 

immediately when 
firearms found

Se±d Ph¿č¿ÿ
Optional photos to 

estimate scope 
quickly

O±1Suče 
D¿cě«e±čaču¿±
Document items and 
scene at the property

Reÿ¿�ěču¿± 
Oéču¿±ÿ

Purchase, appraisal, 
or secure transfer

Depending on the estate's needs, MDRF can provide direct purchase offers to the estate, professional appraisals for 
attorneys or fiduciaries, and licensed transfers to family members or buyers. In many cases, the firearms can be resolved 
the same day, allowing the estate project to continue without interruption.
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Pñe-C�ea±¿ěč Fuñeañ« Chec� (Rec¿««e±ded)
Experienced estate buyers often ask one simple question before starting a project:

<Are there any firearms in the property?=

If firearms are present, involving a licensed firearms professional early can make the cleanout much easier.

A quick pre-cleanout review can help:

Identify firearm collections that 
may require documentation or 
appraisal

Prevent delays on cleanout day Ensure firearms are handled 
safely and legally from the start

Allow the estate to receive a fair purchase offer if appropriate

Many estate professionals in the Saint Louis area now schedule a short pre-cleanout firearm review when they suspect 
firearms may be present.

This allows the firearms to be documented and removed early so the cleanout project can proceed smoothly.
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Whō Eÿčače Běōeñÿ Refeñ MDRF
Estate buyers and cleanout professionals choose MDRF Enterprises because we provide fast, professional, and fully 
licensed service.

Luce±ÿed Fuñeañ« Ha±d�u±g (FFL)
Fully licensed Federal Firearms License dealer for all 
transfers and purchases.

NFA Caéab�e Señļuceÿ (SOT)
Special Occupational Taxpayer status for handling NFA-
regulated items.

Pñ¿feÿÿu¿±a� Fuñeañ« Aééñauÿa�ÿ
Professional firearm appraisals when needed for 
estates and legal proceedings.

C�eañ D¿cě«e±čaču¿±
Clear documentation for the estate that protects all 
parties involved.

Most importantly, we help remove firearms from the project quickly so the cleanout can move forward.
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C¿±čacč MDRF E±čeñéñuÿeÿ
If firearms appear during an estate cleanout, we can help resolve the situation quickly and professionally.

Geč u± T¿ěch
Phone: (314) 397-0942

Address:
6414A Hampton Ave, Suite #11
St. Louis, Missouri 63109

Website:
https://www.mdrfenterprises.com

Eděcaču¿±a� N¿čuce
This guide is provided for general informational purposes 
only and does not constitute legal advice. Firearm laws 
and regulations may change. Estate professionals should 
consult appropriate legal counsel or a licensed firearms 
dealer when handling regulated firearms.
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